CHAPTER VI
TOWARDS DEMOCRACY
A DISTINGUISHED anthropologist has
pointed out that even superstitions which we
now all ridicule or condemn, have in cer-
tain times contributed in no small measure
to the stability of human society. Thus the
idea of taboo has fortified the Polynesian
islanders' respect for private property;
and in diverse countries many a would-be
murderer has recoiled from the deed from
fear of the vengeance of a malignant
ghost. So, too, with Governments.
Forms of government gravely defective in
principle or pernicious in their moral effect
on the ^people may yet^ct beneficially,
nay, be indispensable, in certain stages of
the poli^al developmenAf a nation.
That is a proposition, whpi even the
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